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HUNTINGDON FARM
John and Kathryn Dawes — Alexandria, Pennsylvania
Huntingdon Farm is an Angus seedstock operation 

about halfway between Pittsburgh and Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania. The 300-acre farm supports 36 brood cows, 

210 acres of forage crops and 90 acres of managed forest. 

The Dawes family also privately markets processed beef.

John Dawes has implemented at least 30 best 

management practices (BMPs) on the farm, many to 

protect water quality in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

He’s utilized cover crops, fenced and stabilized 

streambanks, installed riparian buffers, engineered 

stream crossings and constructed fish habitat. Forest 

habitat for the endangered Indian bat is under a 

perpetual conservation easement to protect it from 

development. By using dead and downed timber as  

fuel for supplemental heat, Dawes saves 900 gallons  

of heating oil per year. 

They represent you as stewards of the land
The public and policymakers may have little understanding 
of nature or agriculture, but they have opinions. And they 
vote, regulate and affect your ability to operate. 

That’s why the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association 

(NCBA) created a way to showcase cattle raisers 

as effective caretakers of the land. Through the 

Environmental Stewardship Award Program, winners 

have earned positive media coverage, influenced policy 

and explained how properly managed cattle production  

is sustainable agriculture. 

The program is funded by Dow AgroSciences, USDA 

Natural Resources Conservation Service and the U.S.  

Fish and Wildlife Service.  

Six cattle operations are new regional winners of the 

annual award. NCBA will name a 26th national winner in 

February 2017 at the Cattle Industry Annual Convention  

in Nashville, Tennessee. Here’s a look at this year’s winners.

Turkey Track Ranch

Huntingdon Farm Cherry Creek Ranch
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STONEY CREEK FARM
Grant, Dawn and Karlie Breitkreutz —  
Redwood Falls, Minnesota
When Grant and Dawn Breitkreutz took over his father’s 

farm in south-central Minnesota in 1996, it supported 

58 cow-calf pairs on 128 acres for about three months of 

the year. Since then, they’ve added 48 pasture acres and 

implemented rotational grazing to graze 120 pairs for six 

months. Grass species in the native prairies have increased 

from three to 26 to improve grazing for cattle and habitat 

for wildlife. Working with the Minnesota Department of 

Natural Resource, they use prescribed grazing to support 

agency goals: suppress non-native grasses, promote 

natives and prepare seedbeds for new plantings.

In their 250-acre cropping operation, they use no-till, 

mulch-till and cover crops to prevent erosion. These crops 

also supply winter forage, increase organic matter and 

provide habitat for mammals, birds and pollinators. 

TURKEY TRACK RANCH
Dale Smith and Jay O’Brien — Amarillo, Texas
In the heart of the Texas Panhandle, Turkey Track Ranch 

surrounds the site of the first and second battles of Adobe 

Walls, legendary conflicts between Native Americans and 

U.S. cavalry and buffalo hunters. Today, the grasslands 

look much as they did then. 

Adobe Walls Cattle Company, owned by Dale Smith 

and Jay O’Brien, operates the cattle enterprise on the 

77,000-acre ranch. The partners stock half their capacity 

with cows and the other half with stockers to allow quick 

destocking during drought. For three years, they’ve rested 

25 percent to 50 percent of the ranch during the growing 

season. Their rotational grazing, based on extensive 

monitoring, has encouraged quick recovery after the 

2011-14 drought and wildfires. Brush control has removed 

invasive species and improved wildlife habitat. 

CHERRY CREEK RANCH
Lon and Vicki Reukauf family — Terry, Montana
In the harsh environment of eastern Montana, the 

Reukauf family is one of five on land that once was home 

to 200 homesteading families. Over 100+ years, the family 

has learned to adapt and thrive here. Today, their 25,000 

deeded and leased acres carry about 700 cow-calf pairs.

The Reukaufs wean calves early — usually at 180 days, 

but as early as 100 days. That halves daily forage demand, 

increases the forage reserve and improves cow condition 

and conception rates. It also allows them to sell into a 

seasonally higher calf market. Their rotational grazing 

systems improve grass cover and limit time in sensitive 

areas. The family built a series of dikes to catch water and 

nutrient runoff from feeding areas. The system irrigates 

hay fields and decreases the need for purchased nitrogen. 

The family has established hundreds of trees to provide 

habitat and livestock shelter.

SMITH CREEK RANCH 
Ray Hendrix, owner; Samuel Lossing and Duane Coombs, 
ranch managers — Austin, Nevada
Smith Creek Ranch typically carries about 800 cow-calf 

pairs on its 230,000 acres of public and deeded land  

in central Nevada. But cattle numbers will vary with 

forage conditions. Cowboys herd cattle between seasonal-

use areas in a rotation. Meadows on deeded lands supply 

hay and provide habitat for sage grouse and other wildlife. 

The ranch management team has restored 2 miles  

of a creek through the ranch and reseeded native plants  

to provide habitat for wildlife and forage for cattle. 

They’ve developed water sources, added fencing and 

managed grazing to benefit both sage grouse and 

livestock. An extensive monitoring system by ranch 

employees and research by federal agencies have proven 

the value of conservation practices on the ranch. 

BLACK LEG RANCH
Jerry and Renae Doan family — McKenzie, North Dakota
Named for the family’s introduction of Angus cows in 

1930, Black Leg Ranch is about 25 miles southeast of 

Bismarck, North Dakota. Jerry and Renae Doan now 

operate the ranch with their children (sons Jeremy, Jay 

and Jayce and daughter Shanda) and their spouses. Their 

14,000 acres of grassland support 600 cows plus custom-

grazing of another 2,400 head of pairs and yearlings. 

The family partners with local farmers on another 

3,000 acres of cropland on the ranch. Partnering allows 

them to guide crop rotations, no-till practices and cover 

crops. The cover crops build soil health, reduce inputs, 

prevent erosion, create habitat and provide winter grazing 

which reduces their feed costs by $200 per head. Their 

intensive rotational grazing supports waterfowl and game 

habitat, which in turn supports the family’s outfitting  

and agritourism businesses.  

These crops also supply winter forage, increase organic matter  
and provide habitat for mammals, birds and pollinators. 


